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Persian New Year Celebration Fill CdM Beaches With 

Fires, Families and Feasts 
posted: March 15th, 2011 09:28 pm | 1Comment  

About 5,000 people filled Big Corona State Beach this evening to celebrate Persian New Year, 

filling the 27 beach fire rings with bonfires as part of an ancient tradition. 

“It reminds me of my childhood in Iran,” said Susan Mirzaei of Newport Coast, who said she 

moved here in 1996. Back then, she said, families would have fires in their yards, or in streets. 

But because bonfires are illegal outside of beach fire rings, Corona del Mar has become a 

destination each year for Persian families from throughout Orange County. 

Mirsoltani Nematollah of Laguna Hills set up a table near the sand, filling it with traditional 

items: flowers, a goldfish bowl, coins, colorful eggs, grass, apples and a calendar noting the year 

2570. 

“It’s a symbol of New Year,” he said. “In Iran, all homes have this. I bring it every year.” 

Danube Marandi of Big Canyon said she’d been spending Persian New Year at Big Corona for 

years, even before she moved to Newport Beach.  

“It’s a party,” she said. “We all jump over the fire.” 

When you jump over the fire, she said, you are supposed to speak words that give any sickness to 

the flames. 

http://www.coronadelmartoday.com/18591/home/persian-new-year-celebration-fill-cdm-beaches-with-fires-families-and-feasts/#comments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nowruz
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“‘My yellowness is yours, your redness is mine,’” she said as she skipped around the flames.  

“I’m scared to do it,” she said. 

Her father, Ahmad Sarrafi, 85, said the fire cleanses everyone. He said the tradition honored an 

old Persian king who saw a snake and threw a stone at it. 

“It sparked,” he said. “It’s the birthday of fire. It’s holy.” 

At home, they said, children would go door-to-door, banging spoons on pots and asking for 

sweets, like Halloween. 

At Big Corona on Tuesday, families flew Iranian flags and played music. Some set up elaborate 

Persian feasts while others had picnic sandwiches and snacks. 

Newport Beach added 15 extra patrol officers as well as park police to monitor the crowds, but 

they said other than some First Aid calls and crowd control at the end of the night, the 

celebrations were usually calm and without incident. 

“This is a big night, the night before the new year,” said Heidi Soltani of MIssion Viejo. “It’s 

spring. It’s tradition. It’s fun.” 

Thousands Celebrate Persian New Year at Big Corona Beach 

posted: March 15th, 2011 08:13 pm | 0No Comments  
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