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Status of Subtitle D – Airport Noise and Environmental Streamlining 

• Sec. 171. Funding eligibility for airport energy efficiency assessments.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 172. Authorization of certain flights by stage 2 aircraft.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 173. Alternative airplane noise metric evaluation deadline.
o Status: The evaluation is complete.

• Sec. 174. Updating airport noise exposure maps.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 175. Addressing Community Noise Concerns.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 176. Community involvement in FAA NextGen projects located in metroplexes.
o Status: The review is complete.  The report directed in this section is drafted and 

in review.

• Sec. 177. Lead emissions.
o Status: We have entered into a contract with the National Academies of Science 

and project their work will be complete in fall of 2020.

• Sec. 178. Terminal sequencing and spacing.
o Status: The briefing directed in this section was completed.

• Sec. 179. Airport noise mitigation and safety study.
o Status: Review has been initiated and the report associated with this section is 

due October 2020.

• Sec. 180. Regional Ombudsmen.
o Status: In compliance with all Regional Ombudsmen designated and onboarded.

• Sec. 181. FAA leadership on civil supersonic aircraft.
o Status: The first required Notice of Proposed Rulemaking has been issued.  The 

second Notice of Proposed Rulemaking is due this year and it has been drafted 
and is in review.  The report required in this section has been drafted and is in 
review.

• Sec. 182. Mandatory use of the New York North Shore Helicopter Route.
o Status: All requirements for this section have been met and FAA is finalizing its 

assessment and review of comments received. 
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• Sec. 183. State standards for airport pavements.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 184. Eligibility of pilot program airports.
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 185. Grandfathering of certain deed agreements granting through-the-fence access to
general aviation airports.

o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 186. Stage 3 aircraft study.
o Status: This is a study being conducted by the Government Accountability

Office.

• Sec. 187. Aircraft noise exposure.
***This section directs publication of the noise survey that several Members noted
interest in***

o Status: This section directs FAA, by October 2020, to publish the noise survey
with any recommendations determined necessary related to land use compatibility
guidelines in part 150.  We are driving to meet that deadline.

• Sec. 188. Study regarding day-night average sound levels.
o Status: The study is complete and the required report is drafted and in review.

• Sec. 189. Study on potential health and economic impacts of overflight noise.
***This section directs the health study that several Members noted interest in***

o Status: We have entered into an agreement with Boston University and MIT to
conduct the research described in this section.  The research timeline is 3 years
(2022).

• Sec. 190. Environmental mitigation pilot program
o Status: Standing up the pilot program.

• Sec. 191. Extending aviation development streamlining
o Status: In compliance.

• Sec. 192. Zero-emission vehicles and technology
o Status: In compliance.
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Administration

NOV o'2O19
The Honorable Joe Neguse
House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Neguse:

Mission Support Services
800 Independence Avenue, SW.
Washington, DC 20591

Thank you for your letter dated May 21, 2019, to former Acting Administrator Elwell about air
traffic noise over Boulder County, Colorado. In your letter, you asked the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) to perform actual sampling of noise data and stated your support of
moving the proposed ZIMMR flight path south.

The FAA released the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) on April 22, 2019, for a 45 -day
public review and comment period, which closed on June 6, 2019. Since your letter was received
during the comment period, your input was addressed within the framework of the Draft EA for
the Denver Metroplex Project.

The noise analysis evaluated noise exposure to communities within the General Study Area from
aircraft forecasted to be operating under Instrument Flight Rules filed flight plans, at altitudes
between ground level up to 10,000 feet above ground level (AGL). Noise modeling was
conducted using Aviation Environmental Design Tool (AEDT) 2d, the FAA-required noise
model for aviation projects, including air traffic changes over large areas and altitudes over 3,000
feet AGL.

The FAA is preparing the Final EA for the proposed Denver Metroplex Project, which will be
made available to the public. The FAA will provide updates on the Denver Metroplex Project
website located at http ://www.metroplexenvironmental.comldenver_metroplexldenver
introduction.html, and at the FAA Community Involvement website located at
https://www.faa.gov/air_traffic/community_involvement/denl.

Substantive comments received from the public on the Draft EA, as well as the responses to the
comments, will be included as an attachment with the Final EA.

Thank you for this opportunity to review and respond to your concerns. If we can be of further
assistance, please contact me or Philip Newman, Assistant Administrator for Government and
Industry Affairs at (202) 267-3277.

c rely,

Vice President, Mission Support Services
Air Traffic Organization



Contact Information for outreach to the Regional offices 

New England:  781-238-7020 

Eastern:   718-553-3001 

Southern Region: 404-305-5000 

Great Lakes Region: 847-294-7294 

Central Region: 816-329-3050 

Southwest Region: 817-222-5001 

Alaska Region: 907-271-5645 

Northwest Mountain: 206-231-2393 

Western-Pacific: 424-405-7000 

 
Contact Information for outreach specific to noise complaints 

REGION  EMAIL    PHONE 

New England:  9-ane-noise@faa.gov   781-238-7400 

Eastern:   9-aea-noise@faa.gov   718-553-3365 

Southern Region: 9-aso-noise@faa.gov   202-267-8507 

Great Lakes Region: 9-agl-noise@faa.gov   847-294-8365 

Central Region: 9-ace-noise@faa.gov   816-329-3001 

Southwest Region: 9-asw-noise@faa.gov   817-222-5101 

Alaska Region: 9-aal-noise-complaint@faa.gov 907-271-5228 

Northwest Mountain: 9-anm-noise@faa.gov   206-231-4209 

Western-Pacific: 9-awp-noise@faa.gov   424-405-8020 
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