
 
 

City of Newport Beach 
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  

Tuesday, November 3, 2009 – 7pm — City Council Chambers 
 

AGENDA 
 
ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
• Director Detweiler 
• Director Harmon 
• City Council Actions 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Members of the public are invited to comment on non-agenda items of public interest. Speakers are limited to three 
minutes. 

 
NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC 

 
All matters listed under Consent Calendar 1-3 are considered by the Commission to be routine and will all be enacted by one 
motion in the form listed below. The Commission Members have received detailed staff reports on each of the items recommending 
approval and there will be no separate discussion of these items prior to the time the Commission votes on the motion unless 
members of the Commission, staff, or the public request a specific item to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar 
for separate action. The City provides a yellow sign-in card for those wishing to address the Commission to assist in the preparation 
of the minutes. If you do fill out the card please place it in the box at the table.  
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. Minutes of the October 6, 2009 regular meeting.  
 

Recommendation: Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed. 
 

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report.  
 

 Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects. 
 

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report.    

  Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects. 
 

NEW ITEMS 
 

4. Request to Add Second Volleyball Court at Prospect Street.  
  Action:  Consider request to add second volleyball court at Prospect Street.     

    If approved, direct staff to complete an application to the Coastal Commission for their 
approval to add the additional court.  

 

 
 

COMMITTEE  REPORTS –
• Park Development – Brown, Lugar, Marston 
• Recreation/Senior Activities –Lugar, Anderson, Hamilton  
• Budget – Garrett, Brown, Lugar 
• Ad Hoc  
 -- Community Service Award – Garrett, Ruzicka  ATTACHMENT   
 -- Youth Sports Liaison – Ruzicka   
 -- China Cove Volleyball Court– Brown, Lugar   
 

 
FUTURE  AGENDA  ITEMS - Matters which Commissioners may wish to place on a future agenda or raise for 
discussion.  

 
ADJOURNED  



 CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
 
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission  
Regular Meeting 
October 6, 2009 – 7pm 
 

 

Convened        7:04pm 
  
ROLL CALL 
Present: Tim Brown, Chair 
   Tom Anderson  
   Bill Garrett 
   Kathy Hamilton  
   Phillip Lugar 
   Marie Marston 
  

   
 Greg Ruzicka 

   
    

Staff:       Laura Detweiler, Recreation & Senior Services Director 
   Mark Harmon, General Services Director 
   Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
   Teri Craig, Admin Asst 
 
DIRECTORS COMMENTS 
Director Harmon recognized Dr. Vandersloot for his donation of $5,000 to enhance plantings at Castaways 
Park. He stated staff had begun this effort this past week and that it was due to his donation and generosity 
that this was being achieved. He noted that a lot of the blank bare areas would be filled in and noted that 
Dr. Vandersloot had been great to work with on this project. 
 

Commissioner Ruzicka stated that he would like to nominate Mr. Vandersloot for the Community Service 
Award.  Chair Brown noted that this item was later on the agenda. 
 
CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
None. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
None. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
1. Minutes of the September 1, 2009 regular meeting. Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed. 

 

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects. 
 

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming 
projects. 
 

4. Item removed by member of the public. 
 

5. Bench Donation. Approve bench request of Susan Richards to be located at Balboa Fire Station. 

 
Motion by Commissioner Ruzicka to accept items Consent Calendar items 1-3 & 5. Motion carried by 
acclamation. 
 
4. Bench Donation. Bette Ross expressed her thanks to the General Services staff for their help with the 

donation of the bench to be located at Buffalo Hills Park. 
 
 Chair Brown thanked Ms. Ross and noted that the service that she received from the General Services 

Department was indicative of Director Harmon and staff that emulate him in response to his leadership 
and again personally congratulated Director Harmon on all the things that he is responsible for on a daily 
basis to make the Commission’s job so much easier.  
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 Director Harmon thanked him and stated that he would pass these comments on to staff. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Ruzicka to approve item 4 regarding the bench donation of Bette M. Ross to be 
located at Buffalo Hills Park.  Motion carried by acclamation. 
 
 
 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS –  
Parks – Chair Brown stated that he had some notes that the Commission should be made aware of with respect to the 

Park Development Committee and specifically City Hall in the Park. He noted that the final meeting with the 
Design Team was held September 30 from 6:30 to 9:30pm in the Council Chambers. He stated the Design Team 
had met initially about 8 months ago with the building and park architects and a lot of work has taken place 
since that time. Chair Brown went on to say that he took down some notes and that some of the comments 
made are important for the Commission to know as we move forward and shared the following:  

 
• The comments on the park seemed generally positive both from the Design Team, the Park 

Development Committee and the public. One interesting comment that he believed came from the 
Design Team was the park seemed to lend itself to philanthropic opportunities; he went on to say there 
were some areas in the park that could designated for naming rights which might pose an interesting 
dilemma for the Commission as there are restrictions related to this.  

• There was concern on the Design Team as well as the Park Development Committee on the fact that 
this is a rather large parcel of land when you go from the farthest southern point to the northern point 
and the lack of restrooms. He stated that a Design Team member brought the issue forward which was 
answered by the landscape architect who conducted a study in this regard. The conclusion that she 
drew from the results of the study were that restrooms were located within reasonable limits assuming  
that the restrooms at the Bus Transit Center at the far north side and the restrooms at the City plaza 
were available for use.  The City Manager noted that this issue has been spoken about several times 
which was nice to know since he felt like that Park Development Committee had not always been 
heard. He stated that the biggest thing people were concerned about were where would the restrooms 
be located, would they be in a secluded area resulting in problems. He stated that he felt that it was a 
legitimate issue but it was satisfying that there was that type of transparency with respect to the issue. 
The connecting bridge between the north and south parcels is  an integral part of the design   with an 
estimated cost of the bridge alone is $2.9 M.  Chair Brown stated that there is concern about the 
expense but also without that bridge having to cross San Miguel it would be difficult to get from the 
south to the north parcel. He went on to say that now you begin to look at the expense of the entire 
project and puts a whole new significance on the importance of the bridge. 

• The dog park issue was addressed again by the Chairs of the Arts Commission and the Board of Library 
Trustees. So he restated the concerns of the Park Development Committee as well as the Commission 
regarding the dog park.  Primarily that the size of the dog park being as small as it is and how lend to 
both large and small dogs. He stated that the landscape architect discussed  studies related to this had 
been done and in her opinion that the dog park was not too small. He went on to say that the size of 
the dogs were not addressed. He stated that he believed it would be a problem later but would see how 
it goes. 

• He reported that keeping the park natural was brought up by the Design Team as well as the public and 
everyone was reminded that the initial charge for this park was to make it passive recreation which has 
been accomplished while keeping as many natural elements as possible. There were some issues with 
trees because apparently many of the olive trees at the library have a disease and are dying. A specific 
type of tree that would be planted around the perimeter of the park was discussed and it was fairly 
clear that the olive trees cannot thrive in that environment and there will be a need for a different 
tree. Director Harmon stated that the City Manager had requested that the discussion of olive trees be 
agendized at a City Council Study Session in November before any more olive trees were removed.  

• Chair Brown stated that there is some concern about water as the plan is to use reclaimed water. Water 
from the nearby wetlands is too salty and therefore a need for alternative ideas on where the reclaimed 
water comes from. 

• The design palette is primarily for the drier type of plants. He stated that the EIR indicates that 80% of 
the natural plants will be removed which caused some concern from Mr. Vandersloot and others. He 
went on to say that he believed the Landscape Architect confirmed that this was the case. He stated 
that 10 natural species will be removed. 

• There will be no lighting in the park but were assured that with the science of lighting now that the 
halo effect can be controlled. 
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RSS  –  Nothing to report. 
Budget– Nothing to report 
  AD- Hoc  

 —Community Services Award – Commission Ruzicka stated that he would like to nominate Jan Vandersloot for the 
Community Service Award.  Superintendent Levin stated that he would forward the nomination form to be filled 
out.  

 —Youth Sports Liaison – Nothing to report 
 —China Cove Volleyball Court – Director Detweiler stated the Coastal Commission had requested additional 

information last month from staff. Commissioner Hamilton asked what additional information had been provided. 
She went to clarify that they had requested a list of existing volleyball courts within the city. 

 Other 
 —Marina Park – Nothing to report. Director Detweiler stated that staff had provided and update to the Park 

Development Committee tonight and that the PowerPoint had been distributed to the Commission as a whole.  
She noted that the project is slated to be complete in 2013 with construction potentially beginning in 2011. 

  

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
Commissioner Garrett asked Director Harmon to look at the lone telephone pole that looks to be abandoned and 
asked if there was a way that it could be removed. Director Harmon stated that he would have staff look at it.  
 
 
ADJOURNED – 7:26pm 
 
Submitted by:                                          
   Teri Craig, Admin Assistant 















 
   

 
Recreation Services  
Monthly Activities Report 
 
 
To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
 

From: Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
 
Re: Recreation Division Monthly Activities Report  
 
 

THEY CAME TO SAMPLE 
 

Over 450 residents of Corona del Mar and surrounding areas participated in a class or attended an 
event during the week of October 3-9 during the Open House Week of the renovated Community 
Youth Center (CYC). The Open House Week consisted of a Sampler Week, where participants had 
the opportunity to try out over 40 classes free before the start of the class. A Parent & Me 
Playdate, consisting of games, crafts, bouncers, puppetry, and a live concert, made for a fun-filled 
morning for parents and their toddlers. To ensure there was an event for everyone, seniors had the 
opportunity to visit the center and receive a free blood pressure screening during Big Kids Day 
Out. A special thanks to Public Works, Utilities and General Services for all their assistance in 
the CYC renovations and making the facility functional and available 
for classes.   
 
 
 
CORONA DEL MAR COMMUNITY “ESCAPES 2 

AFRICA” 
 

The Community Youth Center (CYC) traveled to 
Madagascar and back at the CYC & Grant Howald Park’s 
Movie Night in the Park on October 9. This free event 
gave meaning and unity to the name “Community” Youth 
Center. Over 350 parents and children gathered their 
picnic items and took a stroll to their local park to watch 
the movie in the park where they also enjoyed games, 
crafts, and met class instructors offering programs at the 
facility.  
 
 
 
 
WINTER NEWPORT NAVIGATOR ON STANDS NOW!  
 

Whether the community is looking to set new fitness goals after the holiday season, send their children to 
camp during holiday breaks or just looking for a new hobby, the winter 2010 Newport Navigator is the 
perfect guide to help residents plan their winter activities.  The Navigator was mailed to residents the week 
of October 26 with registration November 4.  
 

Item 3 
November 3, 2009 
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2009/10 YOUTH COUNCIL IS NOW IN SESSION 
 

After a month-long recruitment, 20 teens from five local high schools met October 12 in the City 
Council Chambers. Also in attendance were Newport-Mesa Unified School District Board Member, 
Karen Yelsey, and Council Member Steve Rosansky, liaisons to the Youth Council. On the agenda 
was a discussion of projects for the coming year, potential monthly speakers, and the election of 
officers. All items elicited dynamic discussions from this very involved group of teens! Among the 
Youth Council duties are volunteering at the upcoming Winter Wonderland, Spring Egg Hunt, and 
City Government Day. The Youth Council also discussed reinstating Challenge Day; possibly a ski 
trip during Ski Week and holding a teen event at Newport Coast Community Center; helping 
children with disabilities, especially autism, through a sports program. 
 
NCCC PLANS FOR TOUCH-UP 
 

The Newport Coast Community Center staff has been meeting with contractors to obtain proposals 
for touch up painting to be done in the center’s classrooms and lobby over the holidays. The 
Recreation Department teamed up with the Library Department to combine the proposals and 
include both the community center and library sites in order to realize savings. Fresh paint will 
help maintain an inviting and comfortable atmosphere for residents and class participants. 
 
 

A WIN FOR CDM WATER POLO 
 

The CdM Junior Water Polo Club 
competed at the 2009 Pacific Fall 
Classic Water Polo Tournament in 
San Diego in September. The club 
joined 45 other teams to compete in 
this annual tournament.  The CdM 12 
and under Boys won the tournament 
for their division.  The 10 and Under 
Mixed team tied for 1st place.  
Congratulations to all players!  
 
 
 
NEW SWIM CLUB INSTRUCTORS ON BOARD 
 

The CdM Swim Club introduced three new instructors to its program at the Marian Bergeson 
Aquatic Center. Stephanie Gabert, Lara Stouffer, and Shannon Smith will coach ages 5-17 years on 
swim technique, strength and conditioning, and competitive swimming. All coaches have extensive 
experience swimming competitively.  
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Park Patrol 
 

Requested calls are assigned visits by staff or scheduled by phone requests.  Public Contacts are the 
number of times they stopped and spoke to customers other than requested calls.  Due to the timing 
of the meeting, these monthly summaries will be two months behind (i.e. in June you will receive 
April summary). During the month of Sept Park Patrol had the following number of contacts: 
 
1. Requested Calls 

• 126 with Youth Sports Groups 
•  45 Field related issues/checks 
• 6 Park/Picnic/reservation issues/checks  
• 115 Community Center issues/checks  
• 42 Playground checks 
• 26 other 
• 4 Pre-event checks 
• 3  Post-event checks 

 
2. Public Contacts 

• 51 education 
• 7 alcohol  
• 29 dog related  
•  

Written Warnings Issued  
• 1 un-permitted field use 

 

Citations Issued 
• 1 un-permitted private instruction at Lookout Point 

 
SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS 
 

As of Oct 15, 2009, there were 170 Special Event Permits processed and issued for the year.  
Events for this period are: 
 

Taste of NB- Newport Center Drive, Sept 18-20, 2009 - Attendance:50,000 
 

Lido Yacht Expo- Newport Harbor, Sept 24-27, 2009 - Attendance:2400 
 

City of NB Surf Championships- 56th Street Beach, Sept 26-27, 2009 - Attendance: 500 
 

Race for the Cure- Fashion Island Streets, Sept 27, 2009 - Attendance: 30,000 
 

Harbor Heritage Run- NHHS and surrounding streets, Oct 3, 2009 - Attendance: 1200 
 

47th Annual Sandcastle Contest- CDM Beach, Oct 4, 2009 - Attendance: 1500 
 

Sister Cities International Festival- Mariners Park, Oct 4, 2009 - Attendance: 300 
 

MS Bay to Bay Bike Tour- Irvine-NB-Carlsbad, Oct 10, 2009 - Attendance: 2500 
 
FACILITY RENTALS 
 

During the period of Sept16, 2009 –Oct 15, 2009 there were: 
• 13 Picnic/Park Area Rentals 
• 19 Room Rentals 
•  8 Field Rentals 
•  7 Gym Rentals 
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Senior Services  
Monthly Activities Report 
 

 
To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
 
From: Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager 
 
Re: Senior Services Division Monthly Activities Report  
 
 
OASIS GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING @ NCCC 
 

On October 2, the Newport Coast Community Center (NCCC) hosted the monthly OASIS General 
Membership meeting. Guests enjoyed an Oktoberfest-style luncheon and entertained by the 
Alfredo Ortiz a South American Harp Player. Until the opening of the new OASIS Senior Center, 
General Membership meetings will be held at the NCCC on the first Friday of the month.   
 
OASIS SENIOR CENTER 

 The Senior Services Division held a medical lecture entitled Influenza: What Older Adults Should 
Know About the Flu from UC Irvine Infectious Disease Specialist Dr. Thomas Cesario on October 16 
where he provided the latest information on the H1N1 flu. 
 

 The Trail Trekkies hiked Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley on October 14th.  This energetic group 
of about 30 people enjoys walking together once a month and then socializing over a picnic lunch 
organized and led by Shelly Dobkins. 
 

 The lunch program is now served in the dining room section of Seaview Lutheran Plaza, the low 
income senior housing apartments. South County Senior Services, the non-profit group responsible 
for the meals program, wanted to serve hot meals and but we were not able to accommodate this 
service. After many conversations and negotiations, the program began October 12. Staff hopes that 
the hot meal program will attract the residents to the Seaview facility and serve at least 25 meals a 
day.  The meals on wheels program continue to be distributed at the OASIS Annex site. 

 

 Given these challenging times, the local colleges are struggling to keep classes going in a bad 
economic climate. The Senior Services Division maintains working relationship with both 
Coastline College and Irvine Valley College to provide many quality classes that have been free 
for many years to seniors. Irvine Valley recently informed staff that they will now be 
transitioning their courses into hybrids which means that classes will be half Emeritus and half 
Community Services. This in turn translates to classes that were once free, are now low cost.  
OASIS will still provided the same number of classes to participants and the average cost will 
be $35 per semester. The semester will also be shortened to 12 weeks.  Coastline to date has 
addressed this problem by limiting the amount of students in each class.  Staff anticipates that 
these circumstances will last for at least 2 years. 
 

 Staff attended a re-certification CPR and AAD class in October. The senior clientele is at a 
higher risk of cardiac arrest and therefore it is very important for staff to be properly trained. 
 

 The Friends of OASIS Board was honored to have City Manager Dave Kiff attend their October.  
Dave had a chance to provide them with his background and he had a chance to learn about the 
Board and their efforts.   
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PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING 9,075 CUSTOMERS

RECREATIONAL CLASSES 2,580 CUSTOMERS

PERSONALIZED SERVICES PROVIDED 2,291 CUSTOMERS

Includes:   

Blood Pressure 35 Information/Referral 1,365
Counseling-persons 70 Legal Assistance 4
Eldercare 0 Senior Assessment(hrs) 30
Employment 15 Telephone Reassurance 369
HICAP 0 Visual Screening 3
Housing counseling 50 Transportation Info 350

Taxes

SENIORS RECEIVING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
Care-A-Van/Shuttle 1517

CUSTOMERS RECEIVING NOON MEALS AT THE CENTER* 2,013 CUSTOMERS
*includes meals on wheels
VOLUNTEER HRS. OF SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CENTER 645.00                                      HOURS
Includes: Kitchen & Home Delivered Meals (*equiv. to 9 full-time employees) 
Front Office Travel Office
Gift Shop Library
Instructors President
Treasurer Vice President  
Bookkeeper Taxes

PARTICIPANTS IN FRIENDS OF OASIS TRAVEL/ SAILING CLUB 328 CUSTOMERS
Day Trips Sailing Club- Sailors
San Diego Sea and Land 44 OASIS III 67
Greystone Mansion 42 OASIS IV 118

Long Trips
New York 1
Riverside Resort Laughlin 56

SPECIAL EVENTS/SCREENINGS/LECTURES 346                                           PERSONS
Big Band Seminar 70
Tail Trekkies 27
OASIS Golfers 141
Computer Friends 25
UCI Lecture 51
Movie: Last Chance Harvey 16
   
 



 
  
  

Recreation & Senior Services Department 
   

Item 4 
November 3, 2009 

 

 
To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
 

From: Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
 

Re: Request to Add Second Volleyball Court at Prospect Street  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

Consider request to add second volleyball court at Prospect Street. (Approve/Deny) 
 
If approved, direct staff to complete an application to the Coastal Commission for their approval to 
add the additional court.  
 
BACKGROUND 
 

Resolution 99-55 (Attachment A) gives the PB&R Commission the authority to consider the addition, 
removal or relocation of beach volleyball courts. The Commission’s approval requires an application 
be filed with the Coastal Commission for final approval.   
 
Staff received the attached request from Tom Higgs (Attachment B) to add an additional volleyball 
court at the Prospect Street location (Attachment C).  
 
There are currently 69 public courts within the City of Newport Beach and 14 within ten blocks to the 
west and east of the proposed court location as shown in Attachment D. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

Recreation staff met with General Services and Lifeguard staff to discuss the proposed court location.  
Staff concluded that the court would not create any public safety or maintenance issues for the 
General Services or Lifeguard staff to conduct their day to day duties.  It was noted that in general, the 
courts shown in Attachment C are not fully utilized at the same times, even during peak summer 
weekends and holidays. Staff also discussed that the addition of a second volleyball court could draw 
additional competitive user groups. The approximate cost for materials to install a beach volleyball 
court is $200. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

Residents on Oceanfront between Prospect and 62nd Street were noticed.  One response from Darlene 
Antonini, 6200 W. Oceanfront was received (Attachment E). 
 
 
Attachments: A. Resolution 99-55 

 B.   Application from Tom Higgs 
 C.   Proposed Court Location Map 
 D.   Site Map 
 E.   Email from Darlene Antonini 
 F.   Public Notice Postcard 
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