
City of Newport Beach
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission

Tuesday, December 1, 2009 – 7pm — City Council Chambers

AGENDA
ORDER AND ROLL CALL

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS
� Director Detweiler 
� Director Harmon
� City Council Actions

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public are invited to comment on non-agenda items of public interest. Speakers are limited to three 
minutes. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC

All matters listed under Consent Calendar 1-3 are considered by the Commission to be routine and will all be enacted by one 
motion in the form listed below. The Commission Members have received detailed staff reports on each of the items recommending 
approval and there will be no separate discussion of these items prior to the time the Commission votes on the motion unless 
members of the Commission, staff, or the public request a specific item to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar
for separate action. The City provides a yellow sign-in card for those wishing to address the Commission to assist in the preparation 
of the minutes. If you do fill out the card please place it in the box at the table.  

CONSENT CALENDAR

1. Minutes of the November 3, 2009 regular meeting.
Recommendation: Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed. 

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report.
Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects.

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report.
Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects. 

NEW ITEMS

4. Reforestation Request.  
Action:  Consider reforestation request of Roger Tirabassi at 2515 Lighthouse Lane within the 

Broadmoor Hills HOA.

5. Reforestation Request.  
Action:  Consider reforestation request of Gayle Jensen at 424 Dahlia Avenue.

6. Reforestation Request.  
Action:  Consider reforestation request of Ian Harrison at 3827 Park Green Drive and Melinda Gunton  

at 4000 Topside Lane within the Harbor View Hills South HOA.

COMMITTEE  REPORTS –
� Park Development – Brown, Lugar, Marston 
� Recreation/Senior Activities –Lugar, Anderson, Hamilton 
� Budget – Garrett, Brown, Lugar 
� Ad Hoc
 -- Community Service Award – Garrett, Hamilton, Ruzicka 
 -- Youth Sports Liaison – Ruzicka 
 -- China Cove Volleyball Court– Brown, Lugar  

FUTURE  AGENDA  ITEMS - Matters which Commissioners may wish to place on a future agenda or raise for 
discussion.  

ADJOURNED



 CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 

Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting 
November 3, 2009 – 7pm 

Convened        7:04pm 

ROLL CALL
Present: Tim Brown, Chair 
   Tom Anderson  
   Bill Garrett 
   Kathy Hamilton  
   Phillip Lugar 
   Marie Marston 
   Greg Ruzicka 

Staff:       Laura Detweiler, Recreation & Senior Services Director 
   Mark Harmon, General Services Director 
   Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 
   Teri Craig, Admin Asst 

DIRECTORS COMMENTS
Director Detweiler stated that the Coastal Commission had contacted staff regarding the China Cove volleyball 
court and that reported that they had a back log and requested an additional three months to give them time to 
do a full review. She noted that staff granted the request extending the review period through March 29, 2010.  

Discussion ensued regarding the application process and Chair Brown stated that he believed it important to 
point out to the Coastal Commission that the area under review was for sand storage and was not a natural 
dune.

Director Detweiler stated that an issue was brought to the attention of staff last week regarding a gentleman that 
removed a majority of the vegetation at China Cove. The police responded and filed a vandalism report against 
the gentlemen.  The case is being forwarded to the District Attorney.  She went on to say that the Coastal 
Commission was notified of this incident and that the investigation is ongoing at this time and that the area 
looks drastically different from when the onsite meetings were held about the possible relocation of the 
volleyball court. 

Director Detweiler stated that the Sunset Ridge draft EIR is available for public review and comments are being 
taken through December 11. She went on to say that the winter Navigator had been mailed and noted that the 
staff did a terrific job. In October staff hosted an Open House for the remodeled Community Youth Center in 
CdM with a weeklong of activities and concluded with a Movie in the Park. The natural amphitheatre of the park 
was used and over 300 people came to watch Madagascar 2. She noted that it was a great way to cap that week 
and re-introduce the Center to the community.   

Director Harmon updated the Commission regarding the Ordinance of what types of materials could be burned 
in the fire rings. He reported that the Council approved the Ordinance unanimously at their last meeting. He 
noted that a comment had been made at the end of the discussion regarding the possible removal of the fire 
rings which generated quite a bit of interest from the community.  He stated that staff would bring this issue 
back to the Commission with a report and discussion after the first of the year. 

Discussion ensued among the Commission regarding the history of the fire pits and the process that would be 
taken regarding this matter. 

Director Harmon stated that staff will research and gather information after the first of the year. He went on to 
say that the issue of retaining the fire pits was not part of what was approved by Council; only the amendment to 
the Ordinance of what materials can be burned which will provide the support to control and enforce their use. 
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Commissioner Hamilton thanked Director Harmon and staff for their excellent work in writing the Ordinance. 

Chair Brown seconded that and commented on how long this had been an item of discussion. He expressed his 
opinion that that the Commission should be involved in any discussion regarding the possible removal of the 
fire pits. Director Hamilton stated that the process begins with the Commission.  

CITY COUNCIL ACTION
None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Item pulled by Commissioner Garrett

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects. 

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects. 

Motion by Commissioner Ruzicka to accept items Consent Calendar items 1-2. Motion carried by 
acclamation. 

1.   Minutes of the September 1, 2009 regular meeting. Commissioner Garrett asked that his comments 
during the discussion of the nomination of Dr.  Vandersloot for a Community Service Award be added.  

Director Detweiler read Commissioner Garret’s comments as the following into the minutes: 

 Commissioner Garrett stated that there were some previous City Council Members that 
were very opposed to that because of the law suit that Mr. Vandersloot filed against the 
City a few years ago. He noted that everyone should take that for what it is worth and 
that most of those council members are gone off the Council but there are some people 
that still have some bad feelings because of the law suit. 

Motion by Commissioner Ruzicka to revise the October 6, 2009 to add the Commissioner Garrett’s 
comments as stated.  Motion carried by acclamation. 

NEW ITEMS

Commissioner Marston asked to be recused from this item and excused herself from the room. 

4. Request to Add Second Volleyball Court at Prospect Street – Superintendent Levin provided a 
staff report based on the application from Tom Higgs to add an additional volleyball court at the 
Prospect Street location. He went on to say that that staff had met with General Services and Lifeguard 
staff to discuss the proposed court location. Staff concluded that the court would not create any public 
safety or maintenance issues for the General Services or Lifeguard staff to conduct their day to day 
duties. The approximate cost for materials to install a beach volleyball court is $200. He stated that he 
had received an email from Darlene Antonini stating her opposition with the placement of the 
additional volleyball court. 

 Discussion ensued regarding buffer zones; Superintendent Levin stated that this court is situated 174 
feet from the nearest resident and that the policy states that it must be 50 feet. 



Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
November 3, 2009 
Page 3 

Chair Brown opened the public discussion.

 Darlene Antonini stated that she does have some concerns about congestion in the area but would 
supporting the request.  

 Commissioner Hamilton suggested that the volleyball players be mindful and respectful of the 
neighbors. 

 Tom Berka stated that he would be mindful and that he lives there and promises to take care of the 
neighbors and that the use would probably be by families. 

Chair Brown closed the public discussion.

Motion by Commissioner Ruzicka to approve the request to add second volleyball court at Prospect 
Street and to direct staff to complete an application to the Coastal Commission for their approval to add 
the additional court. Motion carried the following vote: 

 Ayes:  Anderson, Brown, Garrett, Hamilton, Lugar, Ruzicka 
 Recuse: Marston 

COMMITTEE REPORTS –
Parks – Nothing to report. 
RSS  –  Nothing to report. 
Budget– Nothing to report 

AD- Hoc 
 —Community Services Award – Superintendent Levin stated that he had received an application from 

Commissioner Ruzicka nominating Dr. Jan Vandersloot for the award. The two-member sub-
committee did not agree and so the issue has been brought forward to the Commission for their 
consideration.  

  Chair Brown stated that this is not an appointment but an award that the Commission bestows for 
extraordinary interest or effort from a member of the community. He went on to say that he would 
like the Commission to discuss this before a vote is taken and reach consensus. 

  Commissioners Ruzicka and Lugar spoke in favor of awarding Dr. Jan Vandersloot the award for his 
time and efforts at Castaways Park and his work with trees.  

  Commissioner Garrett spoke in opposition of the award due to past history related to Dr. 
Vandersloot’s involvement at Back Bay View Park. He noted that he wanted to make sure that the 
Commission was aware of the issues that had occurred as a result of his involvement.  

  Commissioners Anderson and Lugar spoke in favor of the award and that Dr. Vandersloot deserved 
this due of his efforts and commended him for being involved in his community and going the extra 
mile.

   
  Discussion ensued regarding the written criteria of the award.  

  Superintendent Levin stated that one of the criteria is a financial donation and noted that Dr. 
Vandersloot clearly meets that with his recent donation of $5,000 for Castaways Park. He went on to 
say that the nominee must be a resident of or work in the City and that you have to be an active 
volunteer for at least one year.  

  Chair Brown spoke further of the guidelines and the premise behind the award and asked the 
Commission to consider these thoughts and expressed his hope that the Commission can meet 
consensus and that a vote will not need to be taken. 
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  Superintendent Levin stated that the Commissioner has never voted because the sub-committee has 
approved it and did not need a vote.  He went on to say that the procedure should be reviewed 
because it states that the vote should be taken in closed session. Staff checked with the City Attorney 
and the Commission cannot legally meet in closed session due to Brown Act violations.  

  Commissioner Ruzicka stated that he was willing to connect his name to the award on behalf of the 
Commission.  

  Commissioner Garrett stated that he would abstain from the vote. 

  Director Detweiler suggested that the Commission vote on this matter and that a third person be 
appointed to the Committee so that there is a tie breaking vote. Furthermore the procedure needs to 
be looked at to fine tune the process and that the Commission agrees with the purpose behind the 
award.  

Motion by Commissioner Lugar to give the Community Service Award to Dr. Jan Vandersloot at 
a future meeting. 

  Ayes:   Anderson, Brown, Hamilton, Lugar, Marston, Ruzicka 
  Abstain: Garrett 
   
  Chair Brown appointed Commissioner Hamilton as the third member of the Community Service 

Award Committee. 

 —Youth Sports Liaison – Nothing to report 

 —China Cove Volleyball Court – Nothing to report. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
Fire Pits 

ADJOURNED – 7:49pm 

Submitted by:                                        
   Teri Craig, Admin Assistant 

















Recreation Services
Monthly Activities Report 

Item 3 
December 1, 2009 

To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

From: Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 

Re: Recreation Division Monthly Activities Report  

NCCC PROVIDES VALUABLE INFORMATION

Staff at the Newport Coast Community Center created a slide presentation that 
displays on the television monitor in the front lobby area. The display includes vital information 
about registration dates, holidays, closures, and special announcements. The revitalized board will provide 
helpful reminders for customers and residents. Staff has received positive feedback on the updated 
information.

AMERICAN FLAG LIT UP

Thanks to David Skweir and the Utilities Department, the flag at the Newport Coast Community Center is 
now brightly lit at night. A large flood light was installed to ensure the flag stays fully lit at all times during 
dark hours.

DRAINAGE & IRRIGATION

Under the supervision of Kevin Pekar and the General  Services 
Department, Park West Landscape added an additional drain to 
the front lawn at NCCC. The new french drain will help move 
underground water away from the trees bordering the grass and 
allow new and improved growth in the landscape around the 
community center.

SNOW IN NEWPORT

The 21st Annual Winter Wonderland Event will be held 
on Saturday, December 5 from 10:30am to 1pm at 
Bonita Creek Park. Scheduled activities include sledding, 
snowman building, holiday crafts, games, a train ride 
and more! Orange County school bands and City 
contract instructors will be performing on stage.   Santa 
will make a special appearance to spread the holiday 
spirit!



ACTIVE KIDZ CELEBRATES HALLOWEEN

The ACTIVE Kidz sites at the CYC, Mariners Library and the West Newport Community Centers spent 
weeks constructing and decorating their rooms for the chance to win a special pizza party on Halloween. 
The judges visited the sites to judge which site was the best. After visiting the haunted graveyard at CYC, the 
Zombie Fest at Mariners, and the Haunted Shack at West Newport, the judges agreed that they all did an 
outstanding job. However - CYC took 1st place for going “outside the box (room)” with their haunted 
pumpkin patch. Congratulations to CYC for their outstanding efforts – and to Mariners and WNCC for their 
never-ending creativity! 
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WNNC Haunted Shack         Zombie Fest at Mariners            CYC Pumpkin Patch 

NCCC HOSTS OASIS EVENT

On November 14, the OASIS Senior Center and the Newport Coast Community Center partnered up to 
present a Big Band Swing Concert to local residents. Nearly 300 people were in attendance, and enjoy 
entertainment provided by the Wartime Radio Revue. The event took place in the NCCC gymnasium, where 
a special dance floor was set up for swing dancing. Special thanks to Senior Recreation Leader Wesley Li for 
his help and direction in ensuring a smooth running event.

OLYMPIANS PRESENT WATER POLO SKILLS CAMP

The Marian Bergeson Aquatic Center held a water polo skills camp on November 21 for participants in the 
CdM Junior Water Polo Club. Silver medalists Merrill Moses and Jesse Smith of the 2008 Olympic Team 
were honorary instructors for this camp, teaching important skills and competencies. The afternoon ended 
with a question and answer session, video, and pizza. Head Coach Ted Bandaruk has again shown his 
dedication and commitment to the water polo club.

USA WATER POLO

The City of Newport Beach and the Corona del Mar High School Water Polo team will host the 10th Annual 
International Holiday Cup at the Marian Bergeson Aquatic Center, December 9-13. Teams from across the 
world, including Italy, Russia, Australia, the Netherlands, and Canada will compete for the Holiday Cup 
title. Tickets are available through www.USAwaterpolo.org.

DREAMING OF SUMMER IN NEWPORT BEACH

It’s hard to believe that it’s already time for staff and summer camp 
instructors to begin planning for summer 2010. Over the next few 
months, staff will be seeking new camps, working with instructors to 
enhance existing summer camps, and campnewport.com and the 
Camp Newport Summer Special Brochure will be in production.

Recreation Manager Matt Lohr and Recreation Supervisor Jessica 
Vincent met with Sage Hill High School Administration to discuss 
developing a partnership and incorporating new summer camps for 
youth ages 10-14 at Sage Hill High School. With a unique facility and 
the new “Studio” designed for the arts, staff is excited to expand camps 
and begin offering new creative programs to the community. 



They also met with UCI Recreation Staff to discuss UCI’s 
involvement in running the City’s sailing program.  The quality of 
the City sailing program in expected to increase, as UCI brings 
knowledgeable sailing instructors to the program and will be 
maintaining the sailboats throughout the year.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS

The busy and successful 2009 Youth Flag Football season is 
coming to a close. More than 350 participants will be taking the field at Bonita 
Creek Park for the last time on November 20. It’s been a great season for everyone involved, including the 
children, parents, staff and referees. But as the Flag Football program winds down the SCMAF-Orange 
County Flag Football tournament begins! Our Youth Sports Flag Football program will send six strong 
teams to the tournament. The first round of the tournament will take place at Bonita Creek Park on 
November 30 and December 1. The later rounds will be held in Santa Ana at Centennial Park the following 
weekend. Wish our teams luck! 

ACTIVEKIDZ OPEN WHEN SCHOOL IS CLOSED

On November 18, NMUSD schools were closed due to a teacher in-
service day, but ActiveKidz was up and running at the West Newport 
Community Center! A special treat of the day came when the 
participants walked down the street to tour the Volcom warehouse 
where they were able to see some of the inner workings of the 
company and get lots of stickers!  Back at the community center, 
they played games such as Backboard Dodgeball, Jump the River 
and Silent Speed Ball - a favorite among many!  To celebrate the 
fall season, the children also made hand turkeys using paint and of 
course, lots of feathers. A day off from school means lots of fun for 

Active Kidz! 
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Park Patrol
Requested calls are assigned visits by staff or schedule or phone requests.  Customer Contacts are the 
number of times they stopped and spoke to customers other than requested calls. Due to the timing of the 
meeting, these monthly summaries will be two months behind (i.e. in June you will receive April summary) 
During the month of Oct Park Patrol had the following number of contacts: 

1. Requested Calls 

� 178 with Youth Sports Groups 
� 79 Field related issues/checks 
� 31 Park/Picnic/reservation issues/checks
� 148 Community Center issues/checks  
� 81  Playground checks 
� 46 other 
� 4 Pre-event check s 
� 0  Post-event checks 

2. Public Contacts 
� 57 education 
� 2 alcohol
� 52 dog related  
Written Warnings Issued- 1 for commercial use of public property. 
Citations Issued- (1)  for commercial photography without a permit.

SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS

As of Nov 15, 2009, there were 178 Special Event Permits processed and issued for the year.  Those 
events of note for this period are:

Main Street Surf Shop Skim board Contest- Balboa Pier, Oct 17-18, 2009 - Attendance:150 per day 

Sheltering Fur, Feathers, and Fins- Peninsula Park, Nov 7, 2009 - Attendance:150 

FACILITY RENTALS

During the period of Oct16, 2009 –Nov 15, 2009 there were:
�     11 Picnic/Park Area Rentals 
�   16 Room Rentals 
�   9 Field Rentals 
�   8 Gym Rentals 
There were total of (0) wedding reservation rentals for this period:



Senior Services
Monthly Activities Report 

To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

From: Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager 

Re: Senior Services Division Monthly Activities Report

OASIS SENIOR CENTER

Keeping current with CPR certification is very important for staff working in senior services. It was a 
challenge to gather the entire staff together at one time to get trained, but we did it!

On Saturday, November 14 the Newport Coast Community Center hosted the War Time Radio Review, 
a fantastic swing band.  A dance floor was available to dance to the beat of the band.  The Friends of 
OASIS have donated funds to help to offset the price which is a low $5 per person.  About 300 were in 
attendance.

It is that time of year again for seniors to pick an appropriate Part D Medicare coverage which covers 
prescription costs.  OASIS utilizes Health Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program (HICAP) 
volunteers to help seniors through this process.  In addition, HICAP volunteers are here twice a month 
to help seniors with Medicare and other insurance questions. 

5

 Irvine Valley College class registration began November 10 at the 
Newport Coast Community Center began. Participants were able to 
register in person that day for their favorite spring IVC classes. In 
person registration was much quieter, as IVC has online registration 
due to budget constraints has started to charge a small fee for all their 
classes, some of which were previously free.

The medical lecture series through UCI Medical Center continues. This 
month we had Dr. David Franklin who is a neuropsychologist and 
professor at UCI who spoke on Memory Loss and Aging.  The lectures are now held at the Central 
Library.

HICAP, the Health Insurance Counseling non-profit group, held a lecture at CYC to discuss Medicare 
and the upcoming Part D registration.  These seminars are always well attended especially during open 
enrollment.  In addition, we will be offering one on one Part D coverage enrollment help for those who 
are having trouble signing up for coverage. 

The building project is coming along with the roof and windows being installed in the next few weeks.  
The bid package is out for the fitness equipment and closes on December 2. Staff is anxious to see the 
cost for this as this will be the first expenditure costs from the FF&E fund.  Donations continue for the 
building fund as people are seeing the center being built and are excited to jump on the band wagon. 



PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING 8,872 CUSTOMERS

RECREATIONAL CLASSES 2,468 CUSTOMERS

PERSONALIZED SERVICES PROVIDED 2,326 CUSTOMERS

Includes:

Blood Pressure 46 Information/Referral 1,415
Counseling-persons 50 Legal Assistance 4
Eldercare 0 Senior Assessment(hrs) 30
Employment 20 Telephone Reassurance 310
HICAP 7 Visual Screening 4
Housing counseling 40 Transportation Info 400

Taxes

SENIORS RECEIVING TRANSPORTATION SERVICES
Care-A-Van/Shuttle

1,422                                       

CUSTOMERS RECEIVING NOON MEALS AT THE CENTER* 2,013 CUSTOMERS
*includes meals on wheels
VOLUNTEER HRS. OF SERVICES PROVIDED AT THE CENTER 638.00                                     HOURS
Includes: Kitchen & Home Delivered Meals (*equiv. to 9 full-time employees) 
Front Office Travel Office
Gift Shop Library
Instructors President
Treasurer Vice President
Bookkeeper Taxes

PARTICIPANTS IN FRIENDS OF OASIS TRAVEL/ SAILING CLUB 311 CUSTOMERS
Day Trips Sailing Club- Sailors
Culinary Arts School 44 OASIS III 78
Harrah's Rincon 59 OASIS IV 128

Long Trips
Smokey Mtns and Blue Grass 2

SPECIAL EVENTS/SCREENINGS/LECTURES 332                                          PERSONS
Big Band Seminar 75
Tail Trekkies 27
OASIS Golfers 190
Computer Friends 20
UCI Lecture 8
Movie: Gran Torino 6
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