(Item 1) 


City of Newport Beach

Newport Beach City Arts Commission

November 12, 2009 – 5:00pm
Central Library Conference Room
Convened at 3:05pm

Call To Order and Roll Call
Commissioners Present:
Robyn Grant, Chair





Gilbert Lasky

Carole Boller
Christopher Trela

Rita Goldberg, Secretary
Commissioners Absent:
Wendy Brooks; Robert Smith, Vice Chair
Staff Present: 
Jana Barbier, Staff Liaison, Cultural Arts Coordinator; Cynthia Cowell, Library Services Director 
Public Present:
None
Public Comments:

None
Approval of Minutes:
Chair Grant noted that the meeting should end by 6:00. It was MSP (Lasky/Boller) to approve the October 8, 2009 Minutes.
Continued Business: 

Staff Report /Correspondence -  
Reviewed and filed.  


Committee Updates:  
Art in Public Places Committee – Commissioner Trela provided color handouts of a recent presentation to City Council titled “Report on the Process of Selecting, Acquiring and Curating Art for the new Civic Center and Park.”  Trela noted that he and Commissioner Smith had made a presentation at the November 11 City Council Study Session.  He went through the report thoroughly for the Arts Commissioners; he noted that City Council approved of going forward with the pursuit of public art for the next Civic Center and Park and would look forward to additional information on the subject.  Trela stated that the next step was to build an advisory panel.  Trela reminded the commissioners of the timing that is anticipated for construction of the new Civic Center.

Commissioner Boller asked if there was any indication that Council liked one public art idea more than another.  Director Cowell suggested that there was an indication that there was interest certainly in one signature piece and that it was most important to set a timeline, using the anticipated opening day of the new Civic Center and Park and working backwards to anticipate having something completed by that time.
Commissioner Grant thanked Smith and Trela for the great report and all of the hard work they had put into it.  She noted that Smith, Trela and she would be meeting again the following Monday.  Grant stated that she would contact Councilman Curry and Councilman Webb to get a sense of what would be expected from the Arts Commissioners at the next meeting with the architects, scheduled for November 24th at 3:30.  Director Cowell noted that it would be a good idea to discuss further plans for public art installations with the Board of Library Trustees.  She also discussed City Council’s action to allow for furlough days, and noted the upcoming closure of all City libraries from December 24 through Friday, January 1, opening again on Saturday, January 2. 
Fine Arts Committee – Commissioner Boller discussed the recent Fine Arts Committee’s review of art exhibit applications for City Hall and the Library in 2010 and asked the commissioners if they had had a chance to review the Central Library and City Hall Exhibition Schedule through 2010, included in the packets.  Boller asked for a vote to approve the schedule.  It was MSP (Trela/Grant) to approve the Central Library and City Hall Exhibition Schedule through 2010.
Discussion ensued regarding a donation of a portion of a Rex Brandt mural to the City.  Commissioners discussed the pros and cons of accepting such a donation and the City Council Policy (I-11) “Donation of Art to the City of Newport Beach”.  It was MSP (Lasky/Boller) to refuse the offer of the gift.  Discussion ensued as to writing a formal letter to the donors explaining the reason the work was being refused.

Commissioner Boller also discussed proposed changes to the Spring Juried Art Exhibition and Sale and listed a number of items that would be changed in 2010.  Commissioners discussed the benefits of these changes and also, the name of the show which had been the same for many years.   It was MSP (Trela/Lasky) to change the name of the one day exhibition to “Newport Beach Art Exhibition and Sale”.

Commissioners discussed the Artist Laureate Program, whether there would be an artist selected in 2010 and what the parameters were for receiving the honor.  Discussion ensued as to broadening the award to someone other than a visual artist, and how this type of award would be presented.  Commissioner Boller had to leave and Commissioner Grant asked that “Artist Laureate Award” be included as an item on the December Arts Commission Agenda.  She noted also, that with upcoming projects the Arts Commission is pursuing, to plan to stay at Arts Commission meetings until 6:30pm to allow for time to discuss the entire agenda.
.Performing Arts Committee – Commissioner Goldberg and Trela discussed attending an upcoming performance at St. Marks Church to evaluate a specific performer and whether that performer would be appropriate for a concert in the park in 2010. 
Arts Foundation Liaison Committee – Commissioners discussed two jewelry shows that had been coordinated by the Arts Foundation.  Discussion also regarding the Foundations’ sponsorship this year of a holiday/new member party on December 15 at 6pm. 

Budget Committee – No report
New Business:
Commissioner Grant asked the commissioners if they would like to proceed with the December 10 meeting.  Discussion ensued and Commissioners decided to keep the December 10 meeting scheduled.  Commissioner Lasky asked that the Budget Committee Report be included on the next agenda. 
Future Agenda Items: Commissioner Lasky asked that the Budget Committee Report be included on the next agenda. 
Commissioner Announcements: None
It was MSP (Trela/Lasky) to adjourn the meeting.

Adjournment: 6:20p.m.
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