(Item 1) 


City of Newport Beach

Newport Beach City Arts Commission

September 22, 2009 – 3-5:00pm
Central Library Conference Room
Convened at 3:05pm

Call To Order and Roll Call
Commissioners Present:
Wendy Brooks

Robert Smith

Robyn Grant, Chair
Gilbert Lasky

Carole Boller
Christopher Trela

Rita Goldberg, Secretary, arrived at 3:10pm
Commissioners Absent:
None
Staff Present: 
Cynthia Cowell, Library Services Director; Jana Barbier, Staff Liaison, Cultural Arts Coordinator 
Public Present:
None
Public Comments:

None

Approval of Agenda:
It was MSP (Smith/Lasky) to approve the September 22, 2009 agenda. 
Continued Business: 

Staff Report /Correspondence -  
Reviewed and filed.  Staff reported on the upcoming Newport Beach Sister City Association’s International Festival on October 4 from 12-4pm at Mariners Park. 

Committee Updates:  
All committee reports (except the Arts Foundation report) were tabled until October 8, 2009.

Arts Foundation Liaison Committee – Commissioner Goldberg reported on all of the progress she had made on the museum tour to LACMA to see “Pompeii and the Roman Villa”.  Goldberg had been working with the Arts Foundation and noted that they had the details in order.  A question arose regarding serving liquor on the return from LA.  Staff would look into insurance liability for this.
Approval of Minutes:  It was MSP (Lasky/Brooks) to approve the August 13, 2009 minutes 

New Business:

Public Art Study Session – Robyn Grant announced that Robert Smith and Chris Trela were co-chairs on the Art in Public Places Committee.  Commissioner Smith gave an overview of the time-line for the construction of the Newport Beach Civic Center and Park.  He suggested commissioners review the Environmental Impact Report on the internet.  Smith announced that construction would begin in 2010 and would be finished by 2012.
Smith noted that he had read the City’s Policy (I-11) on “Donation of Art to City of Newport Beach”.

Smith discussed the formation of a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization for public art and noted that it would need an Executive Director and staff.  He had brought information on public art at the Port of San Diego and explained that each artist was given $2500 and a pedestal/pole for their art.  These sculptural pieces remain on exhibit for one year.  The Port of San Diego has the first right to purchase the art; the public may purchase after that.  If the artwork is not purchased it is returned to the artist.  In Palm Desert $2500 is provided for each artist.  If artists sell their work during their display, they may replace the sculpture with another work of art.
Robyn Grant announced that there were two parts to their goals.  One was what to review in a public art program for City Council and the other was to decide what kind of art program they would recommend to City Council.  She noted that the McFadden Square project took a long time and required many volunteers.  Commissioner Smith noted that Councilman Webb thought there might be seed money for this program.  The commissioners discussed raising the funds they needed by asking for discretionary funds from Council members.  They discussed what a public art program would cost.  Commissioner Smith stated that the City Council had expressed interest in having art at the Civic Center.

 Commissioner Goldberg stated that she would like the program to be progressive.

Commissioner Grant stated that Palm Desert has $60,000 annually for their program on El Paseo.  She noted that she wants the public art program in place when City Hall opens.

Commissioner Trela announced that he had traveled to the University of California, San Diego; Palm Desert; and the San Diego Port.  He passed around photographs he had taken at these locales.  Trela noted that the public art at the University was on display at Scripps College; the art display at the San Diego Port was viewable through a walking tour.  There were no brochures available, but Trela noted that artists like brochures spotlighting their art.

Goldberg asked if the City had indicated what kind of parkland is available for public art at the Civic Center site.  It was noted that the committee had scheduled a meeting with Steve Badum, Director of Public Works.

Library Director, Cynthia Cowell stated that there would be enjoyable park land on one side of the plaza, but that the Civic ‘green’ area that will face the library will not be for general use.

Commissioner Brooks asked how public art would be protected from vandalism, and discussion ensued regarding maintenance costs.  It was noted that ambient exterior lighting would be very carefully controlled and that there wouldn’t be any spotlighting.  Discussion ensued regarding lighting from underneath. Commissioner Lasky asked if a ‘sculpture garden’ concept would be better for security purposes.
Director Cowell spoke of the urban tree project in San Diego and noted that the idea of pedestals for art might be suggested in the Civic Center design.  Cowell suggested that any sales in such a program might involve deciding on a percentage for the artist and a percentage for the nonprofit, to pay for additional new art pieces.  She suggested that a special events committee might coordinate tours of the public art at the Civic Center.
Commissioner Boller stated that the City Council will want to know how this program would be funded, the process for obtaining public art and the plan for maintaining it.

Brooks asked how the art is selected in the programs discussed.  She hoped that UCI would be involved in a selection board.  Discussion ensued regarding the (I-9 Policy) “Donation of Art to the City of Newport Beach”, the acceptance by City Council of donated art and the necessity of having donated works professionally appraised.

Grant stated that the group was discussing policy revisions.  Discussion ensued regarding a separate group dedicated to selecting art, as in the UC San Diego model, with a separate 501c3.  The San Diego group has 1.5 million dollars available for their program and members pay up to $500 per year to be a member.
Arts Commissioners discussed additional art programs at the Civic Center.  Commissioner Smith discussed conversations he’d had with wealthy arts patrons and museum directors on what kind of public art they would like to see in the City.
Commissioners discussed children’s art programs and commented that this might “dumb down” the public art program they are interested in.  A comment was made that art activities are not relevant at this time.
Trela announced that downtown Anaheim has a good public art program with themes focusing on history.  Development and bed tax options were discussed, and how these are used in other cities.  Commissioner Brooks was asked to look into security for public art programs.

Commissioners discussed putting together a power point presentation for City Council featuring their public art program ideas.  Discussion ensued regarding providing information to City Council on how a public art program would be funded, and writing a report for a meeting with the Public Works Director.
Grant suggested finishing the agenda.
Future Agenda Items: Commissioner Grant asked that the donation of the Rex Brandt mural be included on the Arts Commission agenda for October 8.  Commissioner Goldberg suggested that an evaluation of the upcoming museum trip be included in a future agenda.

Commissioner Announcements: Commissioner Lasky noted in a letter from the City Manager’s Office that the new City Hall was referred to as a Civic Center due to suggestions from the Arts Commission.  
It was MSP (Lasky/Brooks) to adjourn the meeting.

Adjournment: 5:00p.m.
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