
City of Newport Beach
Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission

Tuesday, June 1, 2010 – 7pm — City Council Chambers

AGENDA

ORDER AND ROLL CALL

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS
� Director Detweiler 
� Director Harmon
� City Council Actions

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Members of the public are invited to comment on non-agenda items of public interest. Speakers are limited to three minutes. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
All matters listed under Consent Calendar 1-3 are considered by the Commission to be routine and will all be enacted by one motion in the form 
listed below. The Commission Members have received detailed staff reports on each of the items recommending approval and there will be no 
separate discussion of these items prior to the time the Commission votes on the motion unless members of the Commission, staff, or the public 
request a specific item to be discussed and/or removed from the Consent Calendar for separate action. The City provides a yellow sign-in card for 
those wishing to address the Commission to assist in the preparation of the minutes. If you do fill out the card please place it in the box at the table.  

CONSENT CALENDAR
1. Minutes of the May 4, 2010 regular meeting.

Recommendation: Waive reading of subject minutes, approve and order filed. 

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report.
Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects.

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report.
Recommendation:  Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and upcoming projects. 

CURRENT /NEW BUSINESS
4. Ordinance Change Amending Section 7.04.030 of Title 7 of The Newport Municipal 

ode Pertaining To DogsC
Recommendation:  Consider forwarding a recommendation to City Council to Amend Section 7.04.0 of Title 7 of the 

Municipal Code pertaining to Dogs on the Beach 

5. roposed City Tree Removals on Heliotrope AvenueP
Recommendation:  Consider request to remove six City trees on Heliotrope Avenue by City staff. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS –
� Park Development – Brown, Lugar, Marston 

� Recreation/Senior Activities – Lugar , Anderson, Hamilton �
� Budget – Garrett, Brown, Lugar

� Community Service Award – Garrett, Hamilton, Ruzicka  

� Youth Sports Liaison – Ruzicka

Ad Hoc
  -- China Cove Volleyball Court– Brown, Lugar 

  -- Marina Park – Garrett 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Matters which Commissioners may wish to place on a future agenda or raise for discussion.  
� Storm Report 
� G-1 Policy Review 
� Pirates Cove Lighting 

ADJOURNED



 CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 

Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting 
May 4, 2010 – 7pm 

Convened        7:04pm 

ROLL CALL
Present: Tim Brown, Chair 
   Tom Anderson  
   Kathy Hamilton  
   Phillip Lugar  
   Marie Marston 
       
Absent:  Greg Ruzicka 

Staff:       Mark Harmon, General Services Director 
   Laura Detweiler, Recreation & Senior Services Director 
   Teri Craig, Admin Asst 

Chair Brown announced that he had gone to the CPRS District 10 Award Dinner and noted that the Commission 
should be extremely proud of the Recreation & Senior Services Department as they received several awards and 
that Director Detweiler had been surprised to receive the Coveted Leadership Award. He also noted the City 
Manager Dave Kiff and Mayor Curry and his wife had been there as well to see her receive the award. 

Director Detweiler commented that she had been surprised to receive the award and noted that she was very 
lucky to work in the City of Newport Beach along with such wonderful staff.  She noted that she was honored to 
lead this professional group of people. 

DIRECTORS COMMENTS
� Director Detweiler stated that OASIS project was moving along; irrigation would be going in and that the 

facility should be at a point within the month that it can be locked down.  She reported that staff should be 
moving sometime in August with a soft opening of the facility in September and that the tentative dedication 
day is scheduled for October 9 from 2-5pm.  Director Detweiler stated that the furniture contract will go 
before Council on June 8. She announced that the Coastline College Senior Emeritus Program would no 
longer be free due to budget cuts but hoped to keep the program up and running at a low cost. 

Director Detweiler stated that at the annual track meet the City hosted 400 children at the CdM High School 
and noted that many parents had commented on how well run it was.  She thanked her youth sports staff for 
a job well done. 

Director Detweiler stated that  staff  and in particular Recreation Coordinator Skahan has done a great job in 
bringing the City facilities up to a good level through project improvements. Recently, the theater and West 
Newport Community Center had been painted with Caroll Beek next on the list for improvements.  

Director Detweiler announced that the Commission will receive an invitation to the Civic Center & Park 
Groundbreaking on May 11 at 11am. 

� Director Harmon stated that as a follow-up on the fire pits that he had contacted the Risk Manager 
regarding claims. He announced that the City has on record one claim in 1991 of a 3 year old burned feet 
incident in which a summary judgment was given on the basis that the parent should not have let the child 
play around the pit.  
Director Harmon noted that he consulted  Public Works Director regarding lighting of Pirates Cove who 
stated anything done at that location would may require approval from the Coastal Commission. 

Discussion ensued regarding fire pits and Pirates Cove. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
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None.

CONSENT CALENDAR

1. Minutes of April 6, 2010 regular meeting. Commissioner Anderson asked that the minutes reflect that 
that he had made the motion to approve item 9.

2. Park & Operations Division Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects.

3. Recreation & Senior Services Activity Report. Receive/file monthly Activity Report for activities and 
upcoming projects.

4. Tree Donation. Approve tree donation of Recreation & Senior Services Department to be located at 
Grant Howald Park at CYC.

Motion by Commissioner Anderson to accept Consent Calendar items 2-4 and item 1 as amended. Motion 
carried by acclamation. 

5. Corona del Mar State Beach Enforcement – Director Detweiler stated that staff had met with 
Police, Park Patrol and Lifeguards regarding parking control and enforcement issues at the beach. She 
stated that Park Patrol hours have been increased and that it was a good meeting opening up the lines 
of communication and that progress is being made. She noted that Park Patrol would be at beach 4 days 
a week beginning Memorial Day; time and days will change as necessary. She went on to say that the 
cards have been effective in educating folks as they come onto the beach regarding barbecues and tent 
structures. 

 Director Detweiler introduced Police Lt. Morton to the Commission. 

 Lt. Morton stated that his job is the Patrol Watch Commander and has been in that job since June 
2009. Lt Morton is working nights and noted that he is happy to announce that crime is down 20% in 
CdM due to proactive enforcement. He stated that Andy Querry deserves credit for her work with the 
Neighborhood Watch program. He reported that this past year his officers issued 844 citations – 444 
for staying on the beach after closing; 200 for barbecues and approximately 200 for drinking on the 
beach.  He stated that they have a great working relationship with Park Patrol and appreciate their help 
and support. He reported that he can actually see the beach from his desk which makes it easier to send 
patrols out when needed. Lt. Morton stated that he was able to secure funding for increased police foot 
patrol on Memorial Day and hopefully for Labor Day as well.  He went on to say that parking fees will 
increase soon and that should also deter some problem users as well. 

 Commissioner Hamilton stated that she and her neighbors have noticed a change – tents and barbecues 
are better as they can actually breathe now.  She stated that there is an absence of patrol though from 
about 7pm until the beach closes. She also suggested that the Police Officers actually use a bull horn to 
get visitors off the beach after it closes or begin ticketing.  

 Lt Morton stated that residents might have an issue with a bull horn and it could cause visitors on the 
beach to start running towards their cars and in the dark which could cause some accidents. He stated 
that his marching orders to his officers are to get them off the beach at 10pm but reminded the 
Commission that this also depends on call load.  He stated that his officers are doing their best. 

 Discussion ensued regarding Segways and dogs on the beach. 

Chair Brown opened the public discussion; seeing none the public discussion was closed.

 Chair Brown thanked Lt Morton for his insight and support especially as we move towards the summer. 
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CURRENT / NEW ITEMS

6. Change of City Street Tree Designation. Director Harmon stated over a period of time, several City 
trees have been removed on Heliotrope Avenue (200-300 blocks), due to storm related incidents, insect 
infestations and disease. Staff proposes that the PB&R Commission forward a request to the City Council to 
change the street tree designation for Heliotrope Avenue from a Japanese Black Pine to either all or one of the 
following tree species  

  - Kentia Palm tree 
  - Hong Kong Orchid tree 
  - New Zealand Christmas tree  
 He stated that these trees should help mitigate any future insect and disease problems and perform well in this 

location. He noted that the trees are suitable for a 3 feet growth space tree well. He said that as trees are 
removed or reforested that this will provide the homeowner a choice of one of these species once City Council 
has amended change of Council Policy G-6. 

Chair Brown opened the public discussion

 Frank Vranancar stated that over the last 15 years the City has systematically removed trees but not 
always replacing them – he stated that the street is bare and that trees are needed and wanted on the 
block.  He stated that he was concerned about using the New Zealand Christmas tree because and it 
could have view issues in the future. 

 Pat Vranancar stated that many trees on the block were planted in the 1920’s and that there is a variety 
of tree species on the block. 

 Tracy Baltera reported that a 101 year old Majestic Monterey was removed because the City decided that 
a curb needed to be replaced. She stated that when she moved to her home 20 years ago that one of the 
reasons they selected their home was because of all the trees and that trees provide oxygen; now most of 
the trees are gone.  She went on to say that the Kentia Palm tree is ugly and suggested that a pine tree be 
substituted for the palm tree.  

 Mark Lynam stated that there really is no uniformity on the street and that he has concerns that these 
species will have to be thinned because of view issues in the future – specifically the palm.  He asked if 
the ficus trees would remain. 

Chair Brown closed the public discussion

 Director Harmon stated that trees will not be removed just because of the species and that they have to 
be removed in accordance with G-1.  He stated that only diseased trees will be removed and that they 
are trying to put more trees in the neighborhood.  He went on to say that he has heard from members of 
Council and homeowners that it would be helpful to have a choice instead of just one designated tree 
per street. He stated that the Hong Kong Orchid and New Zealand tree would get as high as 20 feet and 
the Palm, 40 feet. 

 Discussion ensued regarding view and choice issues. 

Motion by Commissioner Lugar to forward their recommendation to City Council that the designated 
street tree for the 200-300 block of Heliotrope be changed from the Japanese Black Pine to the Kentia Palm 
tree, Hong Kong Orchid tree and the New Zealand Christmas tree. Motion carried by acclamation. 

7. Reforestation Request. Director Harmon stated staff received a request for reforestation of two 
Brazilian Pepper trees from Sandra Ayres at 2800 Cliff Drive. He went on to say that this request is from 
an individual property owner not residing within a legally established community association. The G-1 
states that a property owner may submit a request with a petition signed by a minimum of 60% of 
property owners within the area defined for reforestation. He stated that the property owner’s area 
included a total of 20 property owners and required 12 signatures in favor of the reforestation request of 
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which 13 were obtained. He went on to say that the property owner has complied with the requirements 
of G-l, and will assume the full cost of the removal and replacement of the City trees. He went on to say 
that these trees are showing signs of disease and like the ficus are simply to  the wrong species for that 
environment. 

 Discussion ensued regarding species and types of trees. 

Chair Brown opened the public discussion; seeing none the public discussion was closed.

Motion by Commissioner Marston to approve the request from Sandra Ayres at 2800 Cliff Drive of 
the reforestation of two Brazilian Pepper trees to the designated Strawberry tree.  Motion carried by 
acclamation. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS –
Parks – Nothing to report. 
RSS  –  Nothing to report. 
Budget– Nothing to report 
Community Service Award – Nothing to report. 
AD- Hoc 

—Youth Sports Liaison – Nothing to report. 
—Marina Park – Commissioner Garrett stated that he had gone a meeting last month and reported that 

there is an element within the City that want the trailers moved now and grass be planted until the full 
project is realized which he some opposition with.He stated that he will continue to attend meetings and 
will update the Commission as new information develops.  

  Director Detweiler reminded the Commission that the Marina Park EIR will be on the City Council 
agenda on May 11. 

  Commissioner Lugar asked if the access road to Sunset Ridge had been approved.  Director Detweiler 
stated that City Council had approved that issue. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
The following is a compilation of future agenda items discussed tonight and in the past: 
� Review of G-1 Policy  
� Pirates Cove Lighting – Commissioner asked Director Harmon to come up with a list of steps that will need to be 

taken to move forward on this issue.

ADJOURNED @ 8:39pm

Submitted by:                                        ________
   Teri Craig, Admin Assistant 

















Item 3 
June 1, 2010 

Recreation Services
Monthly Activities Report 

To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

From: Sean Levin, Recreation Superintendent 

Re: Recreation Division Monthly Activities Report  

PREPARING CONTRACTORS FOR A SUCCESSFUL SUMMER
Over 50 contract class instructors attended the Annual Instructor Appreciation Dinner & Meeting at the 
Newport Coast Community Center on May 12. The meeting provided instructors with the opportunity to 
meet with City Staff, gain valuable tips and tools to help their programs succeed in Newport Beach, learn 
about ongoing projects and review City policies and procedures.  

This year, four contractors were recognized for their outstanding service years providing classes in 
Newport Beach,

� Terie Hanson has been teaching infant, toddler, and preschool classes
for 26 years at the Carroll Beek Community Center. She is now teaching 
children of parents who once took her class 20 years ago. 

� Robert Conrad has been providing acting lessons and preparing 
students for their on-screen roles in featured plays he produces in 
Newport Beach for 29 years.

� Sally Stanton began teaching Disco Dance Fitness Classes in 1978. Over 
the past 32 years, her classes have evolved with the 
generational trends and she now teaches Aquacize and Dance 
Fitness Classes at the Community Youth Center. Sally’s classes 
are a favorite amongst Corona del Mar residents, as seen with 
the retention of the participants. Several of the participants have 
enjoyed the social aspects and reaped the benefits for over 20 
years.

� With 37 years of service in Newport Beach, Scott Morlan has 
made a name for himself at the Newport Beach Pier as the 
Original Surf Camp in Newport Beach. Scott began teaching 
surf lessons in 1973, only seven years after the release of the 
Endless Summer, one of the most influential surf movies. As the 
surfing craze increased in popularity and the competition 
amongst surf camps increased, Scott formed a company dubbed 
“Endless Fun Surf.”  Scott’s passion for surfing, the love of the 
ocean, and his zest for teaching continue and participants enjoy his 
laid-back mentality.

NCCC WEEKEND RENTALS
Staff at the Newport Coast Community Center had a full weekend with several special events and private 
rentals. On May 15, NCCC hosted three events: a non-profit meeting, a swing concert put on by the 
OASIS Senior Center, and a wedding, in addition to regularly scheduled classes. The estimated 
attendance was  400 people for the three events on Saturday.  Sunday included a large private rental that 
took place with 150 people in attendance.



NEWPORT BEACH STRIKES GOLD IN TRACK & FIELD
The 44th Annual Frank E. Anderson Memorial Newport-Balboa Rotary Club and City of Newport Beach 
Track and Field Meet of Champions was held on April 16 at Corona del Mar High School. Over 420 youth 
ages 7 through 15 participated in the annual event. 

An incredible 105 of those 420 participants were also award winners at the Southern California (SCMAF) 
Orange County Track championships held May 2 at Laguna Hills High School.

The Newport-Balboa Rotary Club celebrated these outstanding individual achievements of 20 of the 
participants at their recent meeting on May 2. The award winners and their families were treated to 
dinner and received special medals from Newport's Sister City of Okazaki, Japan at the banquet. 

The Rotary Club has sponsored the City's Youth Track Meet since 1982, currently donating $2,500 to 
each year to help with the cost of t-shirts and awards. In addition, the club provides approximately 25 
volunteers to help run the meet.  

 Eastbluff Elementary Receiving the Spirit Cup Trophy                New Record Holders for 2010 

SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION SHOWS NO SIGN OF A SLUMP ECONOMY
With nearly two months remaining in the school year, over 2100 participants have enrolled in Newport 
Beach summer camps.  Residents have been taking advantage of the early bird registration discounts 
with camp revenue 15% higher than it was last year at this time.  Staff credits the marketing efforts, 
including the Summer Special Brochure, campnewport.com, Camp Newport Expo featured at the Spirit 
Run, and the booth at the OC Marathon Kids Expo for the spike in camp revenue.  

NEWPORT BEACH FIRE DEPARTMENT VISITS PRE-SCHOOL 101!
The Fire Department made special visits to Pre-School 101 the week of April 26. Jen Schulz 
educated the children on safety and what to do in the event of an emergency such as a fire. The 
children learned a lot from her presentation.  The children also got a surprise visit from the 
firemen in the big Fire truck. The firemen gave them a tour of their big red truck and explained 
their special equipment and clothing to keep them safe from flames and smoke. A BIG THANK 
YOU to the Fire Department! 
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AQUATICS

Aquatics Training Academy - Saturday, May 1 was the first day of the Newport Beach 
Aquatics Training Academy. The trainings take place at the Corona del Mar High School. 
Recreation Supervisor Adam Leu and Community Services Coordinator Jen Priest from 
the City of Irvine taught the 10 trainees first aid, CPR, proper AED use, swim lesson 
instruction, and lifesaving techniques. The remainder of the training academy took place 
on Saturdays and Sundays throughout the month of May in preparation for the busy 
summer season.

Spring Swim Lessons Kick Off! - Spring swim lessons began May 1 as well and were 
completely full! Lessons for ages 3 years and up were provided by qualified City aquatics 
staff, and will continue to run for three additional Saturdays at the Corona del Mar High 
School. These private swim lessons offer one-on-one instruction with aquatics staff in 
water entry, floating, freestyle swimming, butterfly kick, and a variety of swimming 
strokes based on individual levels.

NEWPORT COAST COMMUNITY CENTER HOSTS ECO-FAB

The Inside the Outdoors Foundation utilized the Newport Coast Community Center on May 1 to 
host an eco-friendly fashion show, environmental awards presentation, and a gourmet dinner 
for over 200 guests.

BUFFALO HILLS PARK
As part of ongoing playground maintenance, staff replaced hand rails, teeter totter parts, swing beams, 
swing hardware and seats at Buffalo Hills Park.  This has given this 13 year old playground a new life and 
a new life expectancy for years to come saving the City in long term replacement costs.   

FACILITY RENTALS

During the period of April 16 –May 15, 2010 there were:
�    20 Picnic/Park Area Rentals 
�    19 Room Rentals 
�    20 Field Rentals 
�    20 Gym Rentals 
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Park Patrol
Requested calls are assigned visits by staff or schedule or phone requests.  Customer Contacts 
are the number of times they stopped and spoke to customers other than requested calls.  Due 
to the timing of the meeting, these monthly summaries will be two months behind (i.e. in June 
you will receive April summary) 

During the month of April Park Patrol had the following number of contacts: 

1. Requested Calls 
� 90 with Youth Sports Groups 
� 91 Field related issues/checks 
� 9 Park/Picnic/reservation issues/checks
� 107 Community Center issues/checks
� 77 Playground checks 
� 16 other 
� 2 Pre-event checks 
� 1 Post-event checks 

2. Public Contacts
� 30 education 
� 3 alcohol
� 57 dog related  
   
Written Warnings Issued- 0
Citations Issued- 0

SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS

As of May 15, 2010, there were 93 Special Event Permits processed and issued for the year.  
Those events of note for this period were:

Newport Beach Film Festival – Newport Beach Theaters – 4/22-29 – Attendance 2500 
March for Babies – Fashion Island – 4/25 – Attendance 5000 
OC Marathon — Fashion Island – 5/2 — Attendance 10,000 
Volcom Surf Contest — 54th Street — 5/13-16 — Attendance 1000 
Field of Honor — Castaways Park  5/13-16 — Attendance 1000 



Senior Services
Monthly Activities Report 

To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

From: Celeste Jardine-Haug, Senior Services Manager 

Re: Senior Services Division Monthly Activities Report

OASIS SENIOR CENTER HAPPENINGS

OASIS Casino Night - The Friends of OASIS held their annual Casino Night on April 
25 and it was a great success raising approximately $7,000.  A good time was had by all 
and many guests went home winners.  The community whole heartedly supported this 
fundraising event by donating over 100 raffle items.  This year’s Casino Night was held at 
the Newport Coast Community Center, a fabulous venue; but everyone is looking forward 
to attending the event next year at the new OASIS. 

The New OASIS - OASIS staff is busy ironing out all the details involved with moving 
into a new building.  Many sample pieces of furniture have been delivered for the seniors 
to test. Staff has been visiting furniture showrooms; and testing many makes and models 
to find the perfect make, match and color for the new Center. All this and continuing to 
keep classes running for the senior has made this a very busy spring with an even busier 
summer to come!

Upcoming Events Date Time Responsible Staff Phone Location
Friends General Meeting  5/7  10am Celeste Jardine-Haug 644-3247 NCCC

 Smokey Joe’s Cafe 5/28-6/27  8pm  NTAC  631-0288  Newport Theatre Arts Center 
Friends General Meeting  6/4  10am Celeste Jardine-Haug 644-3247 NCCC
CdM 5K   6/5  7am  Janet Cates 644-3154  Ocean Boulevard  
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April 2010 - OASIS UTILIZATION REPORT 
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PARTICIPANTS ATTENDING

RECREATIONAL CLASSES

PERSONALIZED SERV ICES PROV IDED

Inc ludes:

Blood Pres s ure 41
Counseling-persons 40
Eldercare 0
Employment 20
HICA P 7
Hous ing  counseling 32

SENIORS RECEIV ING TRANSPORTATION SERV ICES
Care-A -Van/Shuttle

CUSTOM ERS RECEIV ING NOON M EALS AT THE CENTER*
*includes  meals  on wheels
V OLUNTEER HRS. OF SERV ICES PROV IDED AT THE CENTER 
Includes : Kitchen & Home Delivered Meals
Front Office Travel Office
G ift Shop Library
Ins tructors Pres ident
Treasurer Vice Pres ident
Bookkeeper Taxes

PARTICIPANTS IN FRIENDS OF OASIS TRAV EL/ SA ILING CLUB
Day Trips

7,932 CUSTOMERS

1,791 CUSTOM ERS

2,321 CUSTOM ERS

Information/Referral 1280
Legal A s s is tance 4
Senior A s s es sment(hrs ) 35
Telephone Reas surance 284
Vis ual Screening 3
Transportation Info 500
Taxes 75

1,351 RIDERS

1,935 CUSTOM ERS

625.00                                     HOURS
(*equiv . to 9 full-tim e em ployees) 

255 CUSTOM ERS
Sailing Club- Sailors

Madame Tus s auds 20
Harrah's  Cas ino 57
Bungalow  Heaven 38
Long Trips

OA SIS III 76
OA SIS IV 64

279                                          PERSONSSPECIAL EV ENTS/SCREENINGS/LECTURES
Big  Band Seminar 70
Trail Trekkies 19
O ASIS Golfers 134
Computer Friends 35
UCI Lec ture 21



Recreation & Senior Services Department 
   

Item #4 
June 1, 2010 

To: Parks, Beaches & Recreation Commission 

From: Matthew Lohr, Recreation Manager 
  Steve Koudelka, Police Lieutenant  

Re: CONSIDERATION OF AN ORDINANCE CHANGE AMENDING SECTION 7.04.030 
OF TITLE 7 OF THE NEWPORT MUNICIPAL CODE PERTAINING TO DOGS 

RECOMMENDATION

PB&R Commission consider recommending that the City Council amend Section 7.04.030 of 
Title 7 of the Newport Beach Municipal Code to change the hours dogs are not allowed on 
the beach from: 

9:00am to 5:00pm 
to

10:00am to 4:30pm 

BACKGROUND

Prior to 1989 the City of Newport Beach Municipal section 7.04.030 prohibited animals on 
public beaches during summer months (roughly June through September) between the hours 
of 9:00am to 5:00pm. In 1989 the ordinance was amended to prohibit animals on public 
beaches every day of the year between the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm. Sufficient confusion 
on the public's part as to when animals were allowed and not allowed on the beaches 
prompted staff and the sitting City Council to amend the ordinance. 

DISCUSSION

Upon request from a small group of residents, Recreation and Senior Services met with staff 
from the Fire Department Beach Lifeguards, Police Department Animal Control and local dog 
owners to discuss changing the hours that dogs are allowed on the beach. These residents 
requested additional time that dogs could be on the beach to all day between the months of 
September and May. Of additional concern for this group are the winter months of November 
and December where the days are shorter and minimal daylight allows for dog walking under 
the current ordinance.  When staff discussed changing the times as requested, the following 
issues were presented by Fire and Police Departments regarding changing the ordinance. 

In reviewing this issue it was insightful to interview City Police Animal Control Officers. All 
concurred that the reason this ordinance was amended in 1989 was due to the many citizens 
that had been ticketed on the beach in violation of this ordinance. The Animal Control Officers 
stated that most citizens found to be in violation had a misunderstanding about the ordinance 
that centered around the months that animals were and were not allowed on public beaches. 
Staff and City Council sought to clarify the ordinance by simplifying it to read: "No animals 
allowed on public beaches any day of the year between the hours of 9:00am to 5:00pm.” The 
ordinance was revised to reflect this clarification and has stood since 1989.
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One would be correct in assuming that our winter climate is not often uncharacteristically 
warm, but there are more than a few weeks each winter in which this area is under the affect 
of a Santa Ana condition or another weather system that pushes the temperatures into the 
80's on a winter day. Public beach populations swell and as the ordinance allowed animals 
on the beach during the day in the winter, conflicts between the animals and beachgoers 
would arise. Fights between animals also occurred. Beachgoer complaints of animal urination 
and defecation were common and more hours had to be spent by officers in patrol of the 
beaches during winter time warmer weather.

A review of the Police Department's Animal Control enforcement activities for the year 2009 
revealed that animal beach violations account for 48% of all animal control citations for that 
year. Specifically, violations addressing animals off leash and on the beach account for 
26.5% of cite activity, while animals on beach during prohibited hours made up for 21.2% of 
all citations by this unit. These statistics are important due to the fact that they occurred under 
the City's post 1989 ordinance which is more restrictive in nature.  An increase in hours that 
dogs are permitted on the beach would place greater demands on enforcement staff to 
manage the activity and minimize violations for the enjoyment of beachgoers.

To provide City Staff and Council with comparison data, several Orange County coastal 
communities were contacted to ascertain how their ordinances treat this issue. A synopsis of 
that data follows. 

Cities prohibiting animals on public beaches year round: 
� Dana Point 
� San Clemente 
� Seal Beach 
� Huntington Beach 

Cities allowing dogs on beaches year round under certain conditions: 
� Laguna Beach - Animals not allowed on beaches between the hours of 8:00am to 

6:00pm from June 15 to September 16. Animals must be leashed at all times. Animals 
not allowed in play equipment areas on beaches at any time. 

Throughout the years certain environmental concerns have surfaced over this issue, not the 
least of which relates to the amount of animal waste that is deposited upon and into the sand 
of public beaches. A portion of this waste can be monitored in the form of pet owners picking 
up after their pets. However, as one can imagine, any liquid waste is unrecoverable and 
resides in the sand until diluted by the environment. 

One other environmental concern is that of the Snowy Plover bird that has as its habitat salt 
water sand environments and the effects animal intrusion might have on that species' habits. 
As our ordinance is concerned, however, the habits of this bird might be disturbed anytime 
animals are allowed on the beaches. It is of no consequence as to time of year or time of day 
that animals are allowed on the beaches for this to occur. It is noteworthy, however, that the 
Snowy Plover lays its eggs in early May. Our prior ordinance would have allowed animals on 
the beaches during this month. 
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Understanding that the winter months of November and December provide for very little 
daylight for dog walking on the beach, staff collectively agreed that adding an hour in the 
morning and a half hour in the afternoon would provide for greater access with daylight and 
not be cause for great concern with beach crowds gathering at this time.  Consistency with 
the schedule for when dogs are permitted on the beach is and remains of utmost importance 
for enforcement purposes and the basis of staff’s recommendation.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Staff sent out an E-Select Alert to residents regarding the proposed change in hours and was 
posted on the City’s website (this needs to be confirmed as to all the ways we can get the 
word out legally without having to do a mailing. 

Attachments:  A.  Ordinance No. 96-29 
  B.  Copy of E-Select Alert 
  C.  City Council Study Session Report dated February 28, 2006 

F:\Users\RSS\Shared\Recreation Division DOCUMENTS & FORMS\PB&R reports/dogs on the beach staff report 


































































































