(Item 2)

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
Board of Library Trustees Minutes

Study Session – Balboa Branch Library
April 5, 2011 - 5:00pm
Convened at 5:08pm 
Call to Order and Roll Call




Staff Present:  

Trustees Present:  






Cynthia Cowell, Library Services Director
Karen Clark, Chair 






Melissa Kelly, Support Services Coord.
Lynn Crutchley, Vice-Chair




Debbie Walker, Branches/Youth Svcs. Coord.
Jerry A. King








Elaine McMillion, Administrative Assistant

Stephanie Murguia 




















Public Present:
Trustees Absent:








Coeli Hylkema
Kathleen O. Peterson, Secretary





Joyce Faye Barnes














Brian C. Barsamian
NBPL Foundation Present:






Howard Hall
Virginia Hayter, NBPL Friends 1st Vice President

Kathleen Hall














Mike Reicher, Daily Pilot Reporter

NBPL Friends of the Library Present:
Margi Murray, NBPL Foundation Board Member 



Public Present/Comments – The Library customers present shared their concerns over what they had heard at the public meeting held in City Hall Council Chambers on Thursday, March 31, 2011 at 4:00 p.m., and over what they have read in the media recently about the Balboa Branch Library.   Some felt that the City did not have a master plan and a vision on the direction they wished to proceed before publicizing potential plans.  If it is more room that is needed for the fire station, they suggested relocating the fire station in order to keep the Library where it is.  Community members have collected over 350 signatures in support of keeping the branch open, and it was stated that the Balboa Branch has done an incredible job on the peninsula.  They suggested that statistics do not always portray accurate library usage, and that they are aware that libraries do have to adapt and change with the times, and that this has to be considered prior to making any changes. The Board acknowledged and thanked them for their comments.
Discussion of Branch Facilities – Library Services Director Cynthia Cowell was present at the City Hall meeting on March 31, and stated that at this time there is no plan to close the Balboa Branch Library and that the Marina Park location was presented only as a possibility.  The public comments at the City Hall meeting were taken to heart and now that the City knows that the public does not want this, that there is no plan on closing the Balboa Branch Library at this time.  
Discussion to Amend the Board of Library Trustees By-Laws – Revisions to the Board of Library Trustees By-Laws were reviewed and discussed.  It was agreed to continue with two meetings the first and third Tuesdays of each month until the two new Trustees are appointed, after which time the By-Laws would be brought to a future meeting for discussion and action.  
Report from Board of Library Trustees – Trustee Stephanie Murguia stated that the Saturday, April 2 Newport Beach Sunrise Rotary Club fundraiser held at the Central Library was very popular and was a good presentation of the Library.  It helped inform attendees of what the Library has to offer, and made her proud to be a Trustee. 
Trustee Jerry King asked if anything had been reported about the recent theft of the Friends of the Library book donations left in boxes in front of the Central.  Director Cowell stated that no recent updates on this theft have been received from the City of Newport Beach Police Department. 

Chair Karen Clark reported that Jeffrey Toobin, CNN Senior Analyst and best-selling author will be presenting a lecture on Thursday, October 20, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. at the Central Library.  Also, Greg Mortensen, author of Three Cups of Tea and Stones into Schools will make a special appearance at the Central Library on Saturday, November 12, 2011.  Chair Clark and Trustee Jerry King remarked that the Ruth Reichl lecture was completely sold out and was very successful.   

Report from Library Services Director – The Saturday, April 2 Newport Beach Sunrise Rotary Club fundraiser was a success with $5,000 being raised for Newport Beach Public Library Literacy Services.  At this time it is uncertain what state funding is going to be for California libraries.  Support Services Coordinator Melissa Kelly distributed flyers advertising the details on the Friday, April 8 Fourth Annual Literacy Fundraising Luncheon which will be held at the Radisson Newport Beach at 11:30 a.m.  Featured author at this event will be Nicole Mones.  
Adjourned – 5:41pm 
Submitted by:     _____________________________________________________
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